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Tab.1 Results of detection and segmentation
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Method of Image Segmentation for Touching Maize Kernels

Liu Guanyi Liu Pingyi Wei Wenjun Zhang Shaoying Li Haitao
(College of Engineering, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract; With the aim to give a more accurate computing result of the maize kernel number based on
image analysis, a new segmentation method for touching maize kernels was provided. First, contour
smoothing and the Euclidean distance transformation were applied to the binary image of the touching
kernels. Then the distance map was regarded as topographic relief and the valley lines were detected as
the segmentation lines. Considering the boundary pixels of the distance map as water heads, the water
will flow forward. They will turn when facing a slope and will go on when facing a valley mouth according
to the terrain of the valley. This results in the segmentation. This method will take no influence on single
kernels, so does not need a touching estimate by manual input threshold before segmentation. An
experiment to 442 connected components of single kernels and multi-touching kernels shows an accuracy
of 99. 7% for touching estimation and 94. 9% for touching kernels segmentation.

Key words: Maize kernels Touching Image segmentation Mathematical morphology ~Watersheds
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Touching Corn Kernels Based on Skeleton Features Information

Niu Jie'?  Bu Xiongzhu' Qian Kun’
(1. School of Mechanical Engineering, Nanjing University of Science and Technology, Nanjing 210094 , China
2. School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Changzhou College of Information Technology, Changzhou 213164, China
3. School of Automation, Southeast University, Nanjing 210096 , China )

Abstract; The segmentation method based on Watershed algorithm is inefficient when the object has a
much higher aspect ratio. This paper presents an automatic separation procedure of touching kernel
images based on their skeleton features. First the images were preprocessed by the vector median filter to
get the smoothing images. Then the improved single-pass thinning algorithm was adopted to abstract
binary image skeleton. After getting the pose of possible adhesive points with SPT algorithm, each
endpoint of skeleton lines concluded and corrected recursively according to the direction and distance.
The algorithm was tested for different grain types under different touching scenarios and was successful in
separating more than 90% of the touching grains when classical watershed methods allow only to segment
25% of the high length to width ratio( >1.5) grains. The algorithm appears to be robust to separate
touching scenarios where the kernels have different length-width ratio.

Key words: Touching kernels Image segmentation Skeleton Aspect ratio



