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Hydraulic Design of Micro-irrigation Paired Tapered Laterals
Based on Energy Gradient Line Method
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Abstract: A simple and easily adaptable analytical approach was developed for the hydraulic design of
micro-irrigation paired tapered laterals laid on uniformly sloping grounds based on the definition position
locations where the same average emitter pressure head existed in the uphill and downhill laterals.
Analytical expressions of the best manifold position, inlet working pressure head, coefficient of variation
by hydraulic variation and the limited length of the paired tapered laterals were separately developed by
using the energy gradient line method. Three tables showed the values used in estimating the design
parameters of the best manifold position, inlet working pressure head and coefficient of variation by
hydraulic variation, respectively, for the common diameter ratio, pressure loss ratio and velocity exponent.
When the length, diameter and designed emitter flow were given, the best manifold position and other
parameters of the paired tapered laterals could be directly designed without using iterative methods. When
the diameters, designed emitter flow and water application uniformity criterion were provided, the limited
length, the best manifold position and remaining parameters of the paired tapered laterals could be easily
determined by Excel Equation-Solver in Microsoft Excel. When the length, designed emitter flow and
water application uniformity criterion were provided, the design diameter, the best manifold position and
the remaining parameters of the paired tapered laterals could also be easily determined in Microsoft Excel
by the iterative technique. Three numerical design examples covering various conditions indicated that the
proposed approach could produce accurate results for practical purposes.
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submain position of paired tapered laterals
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Tab.1 Values for estimating design parameter of the best manifold position R, (m =1. 69)
BRI,
ek J
3/5 2/3 7/10 3/4 7/9 4/5 6/7 7/8 8/9 9/10
0 0.71 0.67 0. 65 0.62 0.61 0. 60 0.57 0.56 0.55 0.55
0.1 0.68 0. 65 0.63 0. 60 0.58 0.57 0.54 0.56 0.52 0.51
0.2 0.67 0.63 0.61 0.58 0.56 0.55 0.51 0.53 0.49 0.48
0.3 0. 66 0.62 0. 60 0.56 0.54 0.53 0.48 0.50 0. 46 0.45
0.4 0. 65 0.61 0.58 0.54 0.52 0.50 0. 46 0.47 0.43 0.42
0.5 0. 64 0.59 0.57 0.53 0.50 0.48 0.43 0.44 0.40 0.39
0.6 0. 64 0.58 0.55 0.51 0.48 0. 46 0.41 0.42 0.38 0.37
0.7 0.63 0.57 0.54 0.49 0.47 0.44 0.39 0.39 0.35 0.34
0.8 0.62 0.56 0.53 0.48 0.45 0.42 0.36 0.37 0.33 0.31
0.9 0.61 0.55 0.51 0. 46 0.43 0.41 0.34 0.34 0.30 0.29
1.0 0. 60 0.54 0.50 0.44 0.41 0.39 0.32 0.32 0.28 0.27
1.1 0.59 0.52 0.49 0.43 0.40 0.37 0.30 0.30 0.26 0.24
1.2 0.59 0.51 0.48 0.41 0.38 0.35 0.28 0.28 0.24 0.22
1.3 0.58 0.50 0. 46 0. 40 0.37 0.34 0.26 0.25 0.21 0.20
1.4 0.57 0. 49 0.45 0.39 0.35 0.32 0.24 0.23 0. 19 0.18
1.5 0.56 0.48 0.44 0.37 0.34 0.30 0.22 0.21 0.17 0.16
1.6 0.55 0.47 0.43 0.36 0.32 0.29 0.20 0.20 0.16 0.14
1.7 0.55 0. 46 0.42 0.35 0.31 0.28 0.19 0.18 0.14 0.12
1.8 0.54 0. 45 0.41 0.33 0.29 0.26 0.17 0.16 0.12 0.10
1.9 0.53 0. 44 0. 40 0.32 0.28 0.25 0.15 0. 14 0.10 0.08
2.0 0.53 0.43 0.39 0.31 0.27 0.23 0.14 0.12 0.08 0. 06
2.1 0.52 0.42 0.37 0.30 0.25 0.22 0.12 0.11 0.07 0.05
2.2 0.51 0. 41 0.36 0.29 0.24 0.21 0.11 0.09 0. 05 0.03
2.3 0.50 0.41 0.36 0.28 0.23 0.19 0.09 0.08 0. 04 0.01
2.4 0.50 0.40 0.35 0.26 0.22 0.18 0.08 0. 06 0.02 -
2.5 0.49 0.39 0.34 0.25 0.21 0.17 0.07 0. 05 - -
2.6 0.48 0.38 0.33 0.24 0.20 0.16 0. 05 0.03 - -
2.7 0.48 0.37 0.32 0.23 0.19 0.15 0. 04 0.02 - -
2.8 0.47 0.36 0.31 0.22 0.18 0.14 0.02 - - -
2.9 0.46 0.36 0.30 0.21 0.16 0.13 0.01 - - -
3.0 0.46 0.35 0.29 0.20 0.15 0.12 - - - -
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Tab.2 Values for estimating design parameter of the best manifold position R, (m =1.75)
BRI,
ek J
3/5 2/3 7/10 3/4 7/9 4/5 6/7 7/8 8/9 9/10
0 0.71 0.67 0. 65 0.62 0.61 0. 60 0.57 0.56 0.55 0.55
0.1 0.69 0. 65 0.63 0. 60 0.58 0.57 0.53 0.55 0.52 0.51
0.2 0.68 0. 64 0.61 0.58 0.56 0. 54 0.51 0.52 0. 49 0.48
0.3 0.67 0.62 0. 60 0.56 0.54 0.52 0.48 0.50 0. 46 0. 45
0.4 0. 66 0.61 0.58 0.54 0.52 0.50 0. 46 0.47 0.43 0.42
0.5 0. 65 0. 60 0.57 0.53 0.50 0.48 0.43 0.44 0.40 0.39
0.6 0. 64 0.58 0.55 0.51 0.48 0. 46 0.41 0.42 0.38 0.37
0.7 0.63 0.57 0.54 0. 49 0. 47 0. 44 0.39 0.39 0.35 0.34
0.8 0.62 0.56 0.52 0.48 0.45 0.42 0.36 0.37 0.33 0.31
0.9 0.61 0.55 0.51 0.46 0.43 0.41 0.34 0.34 0.30 0.29
1.0 0. 60 0.53 0.50 0.44 0.41 0.39 0.32 0.32 0.28 0.27
1.1 0.59 0.52 0.49 0.43 0.40 0.37 0.30 0.30 0.26 0.24
1.2 0.58 0.51 0.47 0.41 0.38 0.35 0.28 0.28 0.24 0.22
1.3 0.57 0.50 0.46 0.40 0.37 0.34 0.26 0.26 0.21 0.20
1.4 0.56 0. 49 0.45 0.39 0.35 0.32 0.24 0.23 0. 19 0.18
1.5 0.56 0.48 0.44 0.37 0.34 0.30 0.22 0.21 0.17 0.16
1.6 0.55 0.47 0.42 0.36 0.32 0.29 0.20 0.20 0.15 0.14
1.7 0.54 0. 46 0.41 0.35 0.31 0.27 0.19 0.18 0. 14 0.12
1.8 0.53 0. 45 0. 40 0.33 0.29 0.26 0.17 0.16 0.12 0.10
1.9 0.52 0.44 0.39 0.32 0.28 0.25 0.15 0.14 0.10 0.08
2.0 0.52 0.43 0.38 0.31 0.27 0.23 0. 14 0.12 0.08 0.07
2.1 0.51 0.42 0.37 0.30 0.26 0.22 0.12 0.11 0.07 0. 05
2.2 0.50 0.41 0.36 0.29 0.24 0.21 0.11 0.09 0. 05 0.03
2.3 0.50 0.40 0.35 0.28 0.23 0.19 0.09 0.08 0. 04 0.02
2.4 0.49 0.39 0.34 0.27 0.22 0.18 0.08 0. 06 0.03 0.01
2.5 0.48 0.39 0.34 0.26 0.21 0.17 0.07 0. 05 0.01 -
2.6 0.48 0.38 0.33 0.25 0.20 0.16 0. 06 0.04 - -
2.7 0.47 0.37 0.32 0.24 0.19 0.15 0. 04 0.02 - -
2.8 0.47 0.36 0.31 0.23 0.18 0.14 0.03 - - -
2.9 0. 46 0.36 0.30 0.22 0.17 0.13 0.02 - - -
3.0 0.45 0.35 0.30 0.21 0.16 0.12 0.01 - - -
>{%ﬁ(14)\ﬁ(15)\ﬁ(17)ﬂ]ﬁ(lg)’fﬁ/\ ;H\:[:F[ [quh]: 1_57(1_[6'[’7]) Cm/n
3 (12) Hf, I % FAS 21 f00E XL ) A8 12 B 8 /K ) i Kb [ € ) — K 1 R 22 FOSRHA
% e
L L (G )RR ) R AL
Crp =A== (19) €y, —— MK 28 135 122 3 0
d
Hr A=R} \/clRi’"+c2RZ’]+1]2+(1—R )’
A 12 -
2 RitSR
o[ e I R A ANE
nel oo 12 TERHE XL ) A2 B K BT i A 3 A
X A %ﬁ{%ﬂfﬂ/ﬁé%%mﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%%& BT T MBEER AR BB E R
HEZH FAET B I A SO EANEE T AR IR ), R

1.4 EEWRRKE

U L] S A2 B A AR IR A R L, I 4 il A
KAV B S K 5] RO AR i R i K B
Koo PAK Iy it i 22 5 BOh HE K 5] JE B 48 s
WA (19) T T L, BT 0N
(€1 (D")'h,

X xF.F,K (Ng,)"

L

max

(21)

19"?%7@’3”2@2;&6%[1%&&% TR 5] BE TR
WXL R AT, BT B A R PR
tcﬂll_tliﬂfrjj TE%DM(%XXWB“%’;&@{(
VKBS BRI AR ME S L B AR R W AT, 3
X B EE AR O TAER T iéﬁHLIE’MUJ
F AT R R T 3 AR BT B0 R A AR LT B
FAR AT RR



52 & o Bl B ¥ iR

2015 4

2.1 REXENESEKMIE

B Ar Y b 7E BN B A AR DA DY
BEKE L KGO ¢, KSR~
TEK A% i AR kK A Tl 3 22 R C, B RR
VEYIE KA H n, HEK AR BE s, JR) K k4R 9
REBF, RHIEHRE S, 1956 A4F T, B X 542
TE M S A&, PE 0 AR R 1 B B i K
SRR BR N

(DRFECISE, TS R, ) (AH
AH, F1 T,

(2)H m=10 R4 r, AT A(E, R (8)
WHEZHER,, 2 m=1.69 5 1.75 B, /TARHE r, F1J
M AR 1 B3R 2 155 R, MME.

(3)MAE R, ry AT BAE, 30 F 2L (9) Fl
K (20) HESH o« T A BIMH

() I EF Y EETENRKE LY =
[Int(R,N) -0.5]s,,

(5) 73 A (8) A (19) AR 3G « b, (AH, |
o R A FAEL, THEEBLA GO B A #F 0 AR R ) hy R
K AW AR BB Co o

(6) it/ MEARKHYYE C, =1 -0.798 -
A/szqh +Cim/npO
2.2 REXEMESEEBRREK

B Ar Y b AE TR B & AR DA DY
HEKAS BT A g, HE K A8 U A8 8 v K 2 D
BBk FEOK AR 3 2= C, RERRAE P HE K AR KR
n, JEKASEEE s, JRERAK K BUR Y R R Fy P
PeBRE S, KBRS B RATARHELC, 1 &N, %
FEX ) 54 B A8 I I S 0 Lk T AR R &
i R A B2 110 25 58 Dy

(DRI MSE, ARS8 b, or, M
[Crnlo

) REBEERWAMERN L, RIEC S,
IWH S8 AHg AH, il T,

(3)H m=1 W, A4 r, AT M, R4 (8)
WHRZER,, 2 m=1.69 5 1.75 B, /T AR r, F1 J
ME E AR 18R 2 158 R, B(E,

(4) G R, ry AT RAE, 3500 AL (9) Fl
K (20) HESH o« T A BI1H

(S)MRIELC,,, ] R A 250, B (21) 357
TERKEL,

(6)41L, —L,1 <0.001 m B}, {33 X ] 5 4% 6
EWMRKE L, =L, &0, 8% L, {4, T2 DK
(2) ~(5), 53w 2L, -L,1<0.001 m,

(7)) i E W R EBEWNKE LY =

[Int(R,(L, /s, +1)) =0.5]s,.

(8) M4 x b, AH, Fl o BIME, FIHZC(8) L 115
EEHOTAEET hyo

FF Microsoft Excel “ T. H.” SE P ip ik i “ A
AR BEOR AR D RE, AT LR R Bk iR A IR
2.3 REXBEMESEHRITER

FE BT 7K 48 15 I A K 38 50 B R s
MR O WL AR B B R BT o 2
PG I B B E R D EUNS BB
P D B BRI B B AR DRI DY
HR A 7 0 X 0] 545 B A 45 TS B K T R BT A
455 TR SR I, 43 3 th T LA b 2 R 0 1Y
BRI,

2.3.1 #if p™ag b

PLBETE D" A, 3450 3 b b FE 0 SO AL
FRBEMN B D K L KRBT &
q, JEK TR VLA TEEC o FEK 00 R Ek EK AR
A 25 REL C,, EARVEIVE K E5 A E n, JEAK 5 ]
BR s, JREACKIURY KRB F MBS S, M
KIS AR UEL C, I 461 T B i B B B
AR AR L M 1 T AR SRR

()R C MBS, a5t ES8h, Ml C,, ]

)Nt W EERAER D, EHFE—-HK
F D" BN, D" <D, <D, <D, < <D,

(3)#EEE D, D AR C MBI HE S, .
AH, AH 1 J,

(4) 8 m=1 W AR 4 r, AT A(E, R (8)
HEZSHR,, Y m=1.69 8§ 1.75 if, Al A4 r, F1 J
MfE B AT R 1 s 2 193 R, H9ME.

(5) M4 R, .r, A1 J WME, X (20) 155 S
A WA

(6) M4 A v AH, F1 h, W, FIAX(19) 3
"WEHC,, .

(MHwxc,50C,]1,%C,<[C,], M
D" =D, EN,EET -8R D, (D, <D,<D,),
HELE3) ~(6), HEIWRE €, <[C,, ], W
D" =D,

(8)FIFH DA H A E A S8 MR 2.1
WAt LB it B S8R, (LY by B C

MO DT BT D RE R Bk A Ry
D g D HLAE IR (2) Hp ok B B A AR T L
D, <D, <Dy<-- <D, <D" HARBIHFEMIFA
2.3.2 #&if D" D

B 5 b b A O ABRE U R BEEK L.
KGRV it g, JE AR AR A« EK 45 i



5 12 3]

W RS R T RS 0 O UL 5 2 AT 53

FBCk HEKER AR 22 C,, RERRAE P K 48 A K
np JEKAREEE s, JRFKSLBURY KRR Fy HE
WRE S, KBS AR HE C, T AT,
HEBEER DR D, T S A F Kt 1T AR
ENE L

()R MBS, st as8on,mic,, 1.

N R EERAER D, EHFE—-4E
AR D, <D, <D, < <D,,

(3) e D, N D™, D, h D" ARIEC IS,
A8 r, AH, AH, 1 J,

(4) 8 m =10, A4 r, AT B(E, R (8)
HWHZH R, m=1.69 8 1.75 if, Al AR 4fE r, F1J
M(E B AR 1 s R 2 153 R, 19EH.

(5) M4 R, .r, A1 J WME, K (20) 1 5H S
oA WfE .

(6) R4 A x AH, F1 h, (fEH, FIHX(19) 3
"WEHC,, .

(7> [:t ﬁ C"ah 5 [ Cth ] s %‘ Cth = [ Cw,;, } ) ])_IJJ

D™ =D, D" =D,, HW, & HF T -4 ERAA
D" =D, ,D" =D, Wi D, <D, <D, <D, EEH¥
B(3) ~(6), HFW L C,,<[Cy, ], 0 D™ =D,,
D" =D,,

(8) A F D™ D" b £ 60 25, AR 2.1
TR, B S BR, LY by T
Cyo
3 it

I 3 AT S ) 56 E A SC s A v A R T
e BTES T, BAF RN R L (PE) M,
WEKERIET 8 b X T #2203k T Sk oK g
A M 3 e 22 R B C,, AR A RO R 1 45 T3 Sk
T A AR RV AR I k) T W A 2 R 4y
B Ry 3 (L) 1) FSAR (S22 A 3) . %3
SR T F T B BT S 8 A
FAASCy 5 Al R BT 25 B8 o BT O T 4% 52 i)

BTSRRI AR 4,

®3 LH1-3HWEMSHMEHSH

Tab.3 Input data and design parameters for design cases 1 to 3
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Tab.4 Design results for design cases 1 to 3
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Fig.2 Pressure head distribution along paired tapered laterals according to the proposed approach
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